XL/XE REVIEW

TURBO TAPE

Checking out Micro Discount’s Turbo Tape Deck

under the title of Page & Magazine then you may well recall

advertisements fmom & rompany called Bambil. Among sewveral
products they advertsed a tape deck conversion kit that enabled
cassettes (0 he loaded af super Gist speeds. but the main drawback
was Lhal yvou had to be handy with a bew toals in ofder 10 conmvert
vour oem recorder and it was not exactly easy o convert your
tapes. Now. Micro discoant have resurmected the Hambit device
and can supply XC12 casseile decks ready o ran al urbo speed
Logether with a good seleciion of commercial games ready o load
I high speed format

THE TURBO RECORDER

If vou already have & cassette recorder and are handy with &
anddering iron then you can purchase a Torba Kit and imsdall it
woursell bt the magerity of wsers will e happéer bo purchcses a
ready comver ted unit.

The X 12 TURBD RECORDER From Micro Discount cosls £4H .04
plus £2 50 posrage and only needs 1o be plugged into your compuo
ter, I will Joasd all standard Gapes as wacll as the High Speed Tormat
&0 that oL have no WoITIeS negarding your exesiing sofivare
pilbeciiom. All vour present pes will load bul only al the uwsual
speed, [ you want (o lake sdvantage of the High Spesd Ssoilities
then vou will either hawve to converd yvour tapes or buy ready lo run
High Speed tapes from Micro Discount or Tiger Developments
Several games and ulilities are already available.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

A High Speed tape has a special beader that loads the Rambdo
program at normkal speed (aking sbout 25 seconds and skx “heeps'.
From there on the program blasis inlo memory al the highest
speed chiainahbe and the loadimg times are reduced by astonishing
ambounis as detailed in the table alongside. The load prooess 1s
silent with the usual loading sound replaced by on-sereen informa
tion consisting of a Une at the top of the screen ndicating how
TR |_I:|.-'|It_"h hiave heen loaded into memory and a screeniul of
garbage showing the information being loaded . | have no idea why
this Is necessary as it only serves to make the process ook quite
arnateurish, as il the Programmer couldnt ||.!:,'|.||'l:" oul how Do shut
ofl the screen. The stalus mlormation al (he lop 15 quile adedquale
Lo shiow thal the load is progressing propecly. Sl i dee=n'd inhibd
the lnading and average load times are =o short that ot won't bother
youl [ad much

I f vou were reading Mewr Atarl User when it was published

ADVANTAGES

As far ge games go, the leadimg tmes are improved so much that
o are likely 1o play vour mvourile garmes muck more ofien and
oL uidll wonder how you ever had the pallence ia lnad the games
before. but the Turbo Recorder also opens up the possibdlitics ol
u~'.|'|'|g e serions prrrE__r.;l,n'.c ke woro T €5 ST 5,

Mo Disoount sell a High H{'&-I"'t".‘l‘] Woed Pracessor o6 cassetie
which 18 actually AtariWriter, Now, casseite based word processoms
feave been avaikable belore bul they suflered the major disadvan-

TURBO LOAD TIME COMPARISONS

STAMDARD TUREBO

LOAD LOvaD
ARCADE FRUIT MACHINE 3min T secs 1 min, 34 secs
AMALRDTE 15 min, b&SECS 2min. 21 secs
BLINKYS SCARY SCHOOL 15min. 10 88cs 2 min. 17 sa0s
CAVERNIA 12 min, &sacs 1 min. 15 gacs
FEUD 18 men, 25 secs 2 tn. 20 secs
GHOSTBUSTERS 14 min. 40 secs 1 min. 50 secs
HENRYS HOUSE 12min. 5gocs 1 min, 15 sacs
JOCKY WILSON'S DARTSE 15 min. 56 sace 2 min. 16 e&c3

LAS YEGAS CASIND 15 min. 12 sacs 2min, 17 secs

MIRAX FORCE 14 min, 50 secs 1 min, S0 secs
MOUNTAIN BIKE RACER 15 min. 9 asce 2 min. 27 sacs
HiINJA COMMANDO 15 min. 36 sacs 1 min. 45 secs
STACK UP 8 min, 31 secs 50 secs
SIDEWINDER I 10 min. 43 gece B} e|Cs
L&, SWAT 10 min. 5 &30S B SeCS
THE LAST GUARDIAM 14 min, 58808 1 min, 12 sgcs
TAGALON 13 min. 5sacs 1 min. G secs
TIGER ATTACK 12 min. 16 secs 1 min, 27 secs
TITAN 16 min. 13 secs i min. 48 secs
ZYBEX 16 min. 35 sacs 1 min. 50 s8ce

tage of taking ages fo kad and then ages o aove an<d losd any
doruments yvou have ereated, The High Speed Turbo format means
thal. at lasl, word processing beconmes pracilcal on a cassebie
based svsiem. This version of AlarWriier leads in 1 minude 46
secoreds and will save and load in high speed. The manoal §5 om0 the
reverse of the tape and comes in four parts with the tofal compris
ing 27 pages when printed out. The first part of the manual takes
Just 55 seconds o load. less me than i hes W pring 10 ould O a
slandard recocder ihis might Lake up o 10 minuies w load making
AN wird processing session & long, draven oot, sfTair

Other serious programs available include PRINT LaB. & DTP style
program for the 1029 printer, an execllent drowing package called
PAINTHOARD and also TURBO BASIC on cassette |complete with &
photocopy of the manual Lthal Page 6 pul (ogether! Ah, welll).

WANT TO BUY ONE?

I vour clon't hawve a cassetle deck al presend then | can see no
reason bor buving & standard deck when for about S0 extra vou
oonld hawve the XC 12 Turbo Recorder. All standard fapes will run
and Wi have the OPPOrTunILy al pl.'l]'{‘l'l.-:l.-ﬂl.l'li‘h high EDE'Ed format
tapes, These work oul o e more expensive al around £4.50 each
it are well worih it Spend your (bme playing games cather than
listening fo them Insd®

H you already have a cassette deek then oA eould convert if
yomrsell, and wae hope 16 eover The eonversion procsdure ina
future article, but vou might prefer to sell it on and buy the XC12
Turboe recorder. [, willoul doubi, (e next best Lhing (o having a
disk drive,

Les Ellingham
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