THE XF551
DISPELLING
THE MYTHS?

I own and nse both 1050
and XF551 disk drives and
nppreciate them both very
mugh, however, the XFG5 1
iz clearly superior. In issue
45 1 was appalled to read
the seemingly anthorltative
letter regarding tho XFE61.
As the XF551 already has a
much maligned reputation
it was disturbing to sec so
much wrong und misleading
information contributing
further damage to thai
machine and the S-bit com-
munily in goneral.

Thers are two significant
componants of the XF551;
the drive mechanlsm and
the Interface clroult board,
The drive mechanism is a
JG0H, Zaided. 40 track per
side, 300 RPM, 5 28" unik,
which Is apparently of the
IBM standiurd type. It is
rated at 300 RPM and has
its own on board elrealtog,
which 1 believe controls
Lhls speed, not the microp-
rogessar on the interface
hadrd. 56 changing the
ROM on the interfuge will
not affect the Oxed speed of
Lhe mechanism.

o the reputed XF551 in-
campatibilities | think the
speed of the drive Is an
pver-emphusised lssue,
There seems to be a lot of
worry about the 300 BPFM in
terme of copy protected
disks, True there are pro-
tection achemes that check
the speed that sectors are
loaded but thls would also
affect modified 810's and
1060°s. Anywey. 3(H RPM is
naly 4.5% faster than stam-
dard, which is almosi inslg-
nificant. I only have twa
dizks in my entire collse-
Hon which won't load on
the XP551 and | am nol
convineed it hes anything
o do with speed. Thers are
sther pocullarities of the
machine which may be the
ause of minor incomputi-
Hlity [Lo. differont opera-
Hon characteristics and
microprocessar and the pre-
sence of & conflguration
Hock),

Moet pooplie think of a

drive as parforming tn
basie fumetions; reading and
writing information. Tn faci
It performs a third disilnet
fusction; formatting, Con-
Erary to what Fou may hmve
read, the XFS51 does nol
use the so called “tHiming
hole" for controlling tho
apend, The hole is mare cor-
rectly called an “index hole'
and for the most part is
lgnored ln the XFGE1, ex-
copt during formatting: At
Thal linme s nse l":l'l:ll.l.'ﬂ'll‘]"’
relates to the location of
the beglnning sector of
egch track [recall hard asc-
tor floppy disks).

During reading and writ-
lng, the Index hole Is
ignored, This can be simply
verificd by XFS861 owners
by covering the hole with
tape on & formatied dsk.
Revolution speed memains
constant deapite the hale
being covered. The XF551
can read and write on side 2
of 8 disk If slready format.
ted, but can't format side 2
if it can't see the index hole
when the disk is Mipped. If
earefol not to scraich the
disk. you can usec a hole
punch [twice] to provide the
exira index hole opening
through both sides of the
black plastic jacket (bot not
through the physical disk
‘.‘ﬂllﬂ!'}_ ﬂ'rﬁu don"t know
what | mean, check a recent
PAGE & digk which has two
index hole openings, the
HFBES] can format those an
either side with no problem|
1 hope PAGE & will lot
XFBS1 owmeors know whene
to get them).

| kave no experience with
the US doubler 5o pan’l tewl.
Iy comment regarding it's
donhle density sector skew
problems on the XF551.
However, It ocowrs (o me
that, moesi probably no com-
mercial software exists that
would use that formal, Any
disk you might receive in
that format Is therefore un-
Hikely te be copy protected.
For use an the XFG51 sim-
ply ensure that the US
doubler formats disks with
soctor shew off or else copy
to an XFGE1 sector shew
lormatied disk.

Replacing the 5.25° drive
mechanism with o 3.5"
mechanism on the NFEG1 is

nokt as simple a stated. On
both mechanisms, most
pins have the same asslg-
ned fanetion, except for
pina 32 and 31. On the
5.25" mechanism Lhey ar=
“Side one select” and Ite
"Ground retirn pin” respec-
tively. but on the 3.5"
mechanism H'uy Are
"Spare’, The 5.25" mechan-
Iem ks 40 tracks per side
but the 3.5" mechandsm is
80 tracks per side. The
XF85]1 Interface can omly
handle 80 tracks total, to
handls the 3.5" mechaniam
the interiace needs to be
rmuodified. There have heen
at least two diferent mod-
ifleattons avallshie in the
LA fTar that purpass.
Apparenlly they reqguire
changing the ROM and & 34
pla plug as well as the drive
mechanism,

Finally. let me just say
that the XF55] is an excel-
lent drive for the serlons
B-bit enthueiast, asis the
1050, I nae Eupﬂdm T |
[quite Dos 2.5 compatible
vet buandles slogle/ enban-
eed ) douoble and 2 sided de-
nsities in standard or fast
baud rate] which allows Lhe
XF551 to really fly. There's
been a lot of ingering mis-
information spread about
the XF551 which has huri
ull 8-bli wsers. [ hope the
XFB51 "haters™ are happy
now that it is no longer
manufaciured and nor will
any other B-bit drive be. 1
wish 1 had the foresight to
purchase several while they
wrere atill availahle,

John Stecyk,
Hiuaw boasi, Sl salin
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TAPE PROBLEMS

I own o 130XE and XC12
tepe recorder. When [ saved
B program in LISTed format
s that T coulld combine I
with other progroms I tried
to load it with ENTER "(C:"
bt it would mot load the
grogram, I{ gave the sxror
143 but the cables are good
and properly connected.
Could you HELFP?

E, Manning
Wi -Trijk, Hollan:d
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